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Literary Element Analysis in “The Cask of Amontillado”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The story “The Cask of Amontillado” depicts conflict and desire to get revenge on someone else due to insults. The protagonist, who happens to be the narrator also, explains how planned and executed his revenge on the antagonist, Fortunato. Poe has incorporated various literary elements in the story to expand and develop its plot. This essay analyzes the two key literary elements used in the story; for instance, symbolism and irony. Poe has used irony and symbolism to depict the primary theme in the story “revenge” from the first person point of view. 
Symbolism 
Poe’s use of symbolism is not only central to understanding the protagonist’s motives but also explains the reason for revenge. Montresor, the narrator, and even the protagonist is set out on a revenge mission to Fortunato. His claim for revenge is “the thousand of injuries of Fortunato” associated with insults (Poe 1). Poe uses symbolism in the story to depict the concepts of revenge. For instance, the statement that “Nemo me impune lacessit” is a symbolic representation of revenge (13). For Montresor, his family motto written in Italian to mean “no one provokes me with impunity” is an explicit declaration that he is out for revenge. He tries to base his reason for revenge on Fortunato on the family slogan that no one gets away with provoking him with impunity. 
Also, Montresor’s statement that “the foot crushes a serpent rampant” is symbolic (11). Montresor uses the word “serpent” to explain how he feels about Fortunato symbolically. The huge human foot crushing the serpent is a symbolic expression that Poe has used to show how Montresor wants to destroy his enemy and assert his revenge. 
Apart from the symbolic expression of revenge, Poe has also used certain words and expression to show a symbolic representation of death. For instance, from the title “The Cask of Amontillado” is in itself symbolic. It symbolizes death. First, the word “cask” as used in the title is symbolic. The word refers to a barrel or container that stores alcohol or beverage. However, it can also be used to refer to casket because the word “casket” is rooted from “cask.” Therefore, in this context, Poe has used the word “cask” to represent death symbolically. Therefore, the title when combined refers to “the casket of death.” 
Lastly, apart from the death and revenge, Poe has also used symbols to refer to the personality of the characters. For instance, Fortunato is presented as prideful, gullible and stupid. For example, the narrator explains that “the wine sparkled in his eyes and the bells jingled” (14). The use of the phrase “the bells jingled” is symbol because it helps the author depicts the stupidity and foolishness of Fortunato. 
